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Fire Regulations
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Call Tony at
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925-377-0977
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35 years of experience in architectural design

KAPLAMN ARCHITECTS

www.kaplanarchitects.com
(510) 361-0223

Serving the LaMorinda
area for 10 years as
former branch manager
of Coulson-Moseley/
Detailed Pest Control.

(925) 338-9304
877-7RATMAN

Rat proofing

Ratman Pest and Termite Control
Local family-owned business.

All pests & termites. Mice, rats, raccoons, skunks,
and squirrel-proofing. Attic/Subarea clean up.
Duct/Insulation repair.

Customer service is my #1 priority.

1044 Stuart St., Lafayette
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See public meetings schedule on
these pages and check online for
agendas, meeting notes and
announcements

Town of Moraga:
www.moraga.ca.us

Phone: (925) 888-7022
Chamber of Commerce:
www.moragachamber.org
Moraga Citizens’ Network:
www.moragacitizensnetwork.org

By Vera Kochan

Looking ahead to the
year 2040, the town has
begun the process of up-
dating its General Plan.
The plan’s purpose is to
guide land use planning
decisions.

Under state law, sub-
divisions, capital im-
provements, development
agreements, and many
other land use actions
must be consistent with
an adopted general plan.
As a policy document, it
establishes a town-wide
vision and uniform direc-
tion for future develop-
ment by reflecting the
community’s priorities
and values, and by in-
cluding supporting goals,

policies, and implemen-
tation measures to help
elected officials, staff, res-
idents, and local busi-
nesses achieve that vision.

“This project is part
of the long range update
as the current General
Plan is over 20 years old,”
stated Moraga Planning
Director Afshan Hamid.
“The updates envision
the next 10-15 years in
terms of growth, oppor-
tunities, and challenges
for the Town.”

Hamid further ex-
plained, “The General
Plan has seven manda-
tory elements: Land Use,
Transportation, Housing,
Safety, Conservation,

Open Space, and Noise.
An additional county
mandated element is
Growth Management.
The optional elements
are Community Design,
Community Services and
Facilities, and Economic
Vitality.”

The town is inviting
all members of the com-
munity to a General Plan
2040 workshop that will
focus on four elements:
Sustainability, Economic
Vitality, Transportation,
and Community Design.
With regards to sustain-
ability, the town will ex-
amine ways to create
more resilient strategies
for drought, storms, and

the protection of natural
and built environments.
In terms of economic
vitality, the town plans to
discuss the two existing
commercial centers and
the opportunity for
amenities, supporting lo-
cal businesses, property
owners, and strengthen-
ing the local economy.
The focus of the
transportation element
will be on the critical
needs for all modes of
transportation on Mor-
aga’s existing roadways
and any improvements
necessary to support the
town’s future growth.
Community design
discussions will envision

Moraga to hold General Plan Community-Wide Meeting

place-making with new
development, including
public areas to shop, live,
dine, and play, while fo-
cusing on small commu-
nity design.

Hamid announced,
“The community is in-
vited to a Town wide
workshop for early input
and feedback being held
at Saint Mary’s College at
Hagerty Lounge at De La
Salle Building on April 30
from 5 to 7 p.m. Interac-
tive stations will be set
up for input and feed-
back. Please go to: make-
moragahome.ca.us under
Upcoming Events &
Meetings for more
information.”

SMC holds community meeting to discuss proposed Athletic

Field Lighting Project

By Vera Kochan

Saint Mary’s College has
plans to add lights to
three of its athletic fields
in order to introduce
evening games to the
campus. Anticipated to
receive the new light in-
stallations are Saint
Mary’s Stadium
(men’s/women’s soccer
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and rugby), Br. Ronald
Gallagher Stadium (base-
ball), and Cottrell Field
(softball).

In order to inform
the community and
nearby residents of its
plans and to answer any
questions or concerns,
SMC held an April 11
community meeting on
campus, headed by vari-
ous school personnel.

SMC Vice President
for Intercollegiate Athlet-
ics Mike Matoso got the
ball rolling. “Having
lights is crucial to the
success of our program. It
has an impact on recruit-
ing and the overall expe-
rience of our student ath-
letes.” He also anticipates
that it would increase
game attendance, student
enrollment, allow ath-
letes’ parents to attend
more games, benefit local
retail, and strengthen the
town/gown relationship.

Saint Mary’s Sta-
dium, located beyond
University Credit Union
Pavilion, has seating for
5,500. It was originally
constructed in 1973 for
SMC’s football games, un-
til the program ended in
2004. Men’s soccer season
runs between August and
November, with 11 home
games. Women’s soccer
will have 10 home games.
Men’s rugby season is
November through May
with 10 home games, and
women’s rugby will have
five home games. Minor
League soccer runs April

through August with 10
home games. Not all soc-
cer or rughy home games
will be played in the
evening.

SMC women’s soccer
coach Theresa Romag-
nolo stated, “We are one
of the only schools in the
WCC (West Coast Confer-
ence) that doesn’t have
lights. From an athletic
side of things, it will draw
a great crowd. It will
reach more people if we
play at night. It will be a
different ball game.”

The Br. Ronald Gal-
lagher Stadium is located
at the intersection of
Saint Mary’s Parkway
and De La Salle Drive,
near the front of the
campus. The brand new
stadium was opened in
2024, just 400 feet down
the right field line from
the old stadium location.
Baseball season runs
from February to May
with a total of approxi-
mately 28 home games
(not all of which will be
played in the evening).

Cottrell Field, com-
pleted in 1999 and lo-
cated at the intersection
of Saint Mary’s Parkway
and Saint Mary’s Road,
was built almost entirely
by the Saint Mary’s
Buildings and Grounds
staff; in 2000, it was
named as an NFCA (Na-
tional Fastpitch Coaches
Association) Regional
Turface Field Winner.
Softball season is Febru-
ary through May, and

there will be approxi-
mately 21 homes games
(not all of which will be
played in the evening).
Approximately 10
residents from the imme-
diate vicinity to the cam-
pus showed up for the
presentation. Their major
concern was over exces-
sive lighting and noise. It
was explained that LED
lights would be installed
and directed downward
onto the fields in order to
meet the Dark Sky Ap-
proved Outdoor Sports
Lighting Program stan-
dards. Additionally, the
lights would be turned on
and off manually and not
by automatic timers.
According to SMC’s
website, “Home games
will start no later than
6:30 p.m. and end no
later than 10 p.m. for the
games played at the Saint
Mary’s Stadium and Cot-
trell Field. Home games
at the Br. Ronald Gal-
lagher Stadium will end
no later than 11 p.m.”
With regards to
noise, the fields in ques-
tion already have ampli-
fied sound systems in or-
der to make announce-
ments during the day
games. While noise is ex-
pected from a cheering
crowd, noisemakers, and
air horns are currently
prohibited during all of
SMC’s sporting events.
Their website also states,
“Vulgar and inappropri-
ate language will not be
tolerated during events,

Br. Ronald
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SMC's men's baseball field (one of three athletic
fields anticipating light installment)

and SMC officials will
eject any spectator,
player, or coach who vio-
lates the rules.”

Additionally, “Saint
Mary’s students are re-
quired to follow the Good
Neighbor Policy and the
Town of Moraga’s Loud
and Unruly Party Ordi-
nance, and any students
who violate these rules
will be subject to Saint
Mary’s discipline
process.”

Several residents
were skeptical of any ac-
tions taken with regards
to over-excessive noise
after having received no
satisfaction from their
complaints in recent
years. The most common
issue was that game an-
nouncements were heard
throughout various
nearby neighborhoods
which stand in close
proximity to the campus’
sporting fields during day
games. SMC Vice Presi-
dent of Facilities Services
Isidro Farias assured res-

Tamplen Plastic Surgery now in Orinda
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Dr. Matthew Tamplen, who grew up in Lafayette and is a
nationally recognized Double Board-Certified Facial Plastic
surgeon, opened a private practice in Downtown Orinda to
better serve Lamorinda patients. Specializing entirely in
the face, Dr. Tamplen’s expertise is nationally recognized for

providing patients with beautiful, elegant, and natural results.

Matthew Tamplen, MD

Orinda Office: NEW LOCATION
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idents that going forward,
complaints would be ad-
dressed.

The college doesn’t
anticipate any “signifi-
cant traffic impacts”
throughout the town as it
expects more than half of
the spectators to be stu-
dents and Lamorinda lo-
cals. “If traffic before and
after games becomes a
problem as determined
by the Town of Moraga,
Saint Mary’s will work
with the Moraga Police
Department to facilitate
traffic control on game
days.”

SMC doesn’t foresee
problems with spillover
parking, citing that large
events, such as gradua-
tion ceremonies, have al-
ways been accommo-
dated.

Some local business
owners in attendance ex-
pressed excitement over
the anticipation of
evening games and what
it could mean to Moraga
in the form of spending
dollars.

Vice Mayor Steve
Woehleke and Council
Member Renata Sos ex-
pect SMC will approach
the Moraga Planning
Commission next.

For more informa-
tion visit: stmarys-
ca.edu/athletic-lighting-
project, or contact Farias
at (925) 631-4150 or
email: ifS5@stmarys-
ca.edu.

Town Council Meetings
Wed., April 24, 6:30 p.m.
Wed., May 8, 6:30 p.m.
Planning Commission:
Tuesday, May 7, 6:30 p.m.
Park and Recreation
Commission: Monday,
May 13, 6:30 p.m.



